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436 Notes and Discussions 

NOTE ON PLATO REPUBLIC 368A 

The playful address S> jrcuoes acavov tov dvSpos has been the subject of 
many discussions which are summed up in Adam's article in Classical Review, 
X, 237 and in his note ad he. Following Stallbaum and others he takes 
"that man" to be Thrasymachus, whose doctrine Glaucon and Adeimantus 
are restating. So in Phikbus 36D Protarchus is facetiously saluted S> iral 
'kuvov rdvSpos because he has inherited or taken over the argument of 
Philebus, or as Bury suggests because he was a disciple of Gorgias. But 
whatever the jocose application in the Philebus, Badham is right in saying 
that "the word oc«vos is often substituted for the proper name in speaking 
of an absent, or deceased person with respect." The entire context in the 
Republic shows that this honorific suggestion predominates here. Adam's 
fancy that 'Aptb-Ttovos in the verses is a pun on d/no-Tos, that is, "his excel- 
lency" Thrasymachus, is wholly out of keeping with the tone and feeling 
of the passage that celebrates the prowess of Plato's family in war. 

A parallel, not, to my knowledge, hitherto cited in this connection, may 
explain Plato's predilection for the phrase. In Iamblichus Vit. Pythag. 88 
we read efvai St iravra tKtXvov tov avSpos 1 irpoo-ayoptvovo-i yap ovtu> t6v TlvOa- 
yopav (cat ov KaXovo-iv ovd/uaTi, and again in 255 «ri p.tv yap t<£ p.rj&eva tS>v 
HvOayoptuov dvo/Mi£eiv ILvOayopav, aXXa. £S>vra p.tv, cnroTt jSovAoivto Sr/Xtoo-ai, 
KaXitv avrbv Otiov, «ret St treAevrijcrev, eKeivov tov avSpa, KaOdrrtp Op.r)po% 
anrofpaivei tov Ev/«uov irrep 'OoWo-eW fj.ep.vrjiJ.cvov, 

Tov p.kv eyaiv, o> £«v«, Kai ov jrapoW ovoina^uv \\ al&iopai- iripi yap p.' e<pi\a 

KM. tKrjStTO A.ITJV 

If this represents a genuine Pythagorean tradition Plato's playful adoption of 
the expression is explained. In tKtTvov t6v ®a\fjv (Aristophanes Clouds 186) 
the more colloquial term differs by the retention of the proper name. How 
natural the phrasing is in Greek appears from the tone of Pindar's xeTvos 
avr)p 0. 6. 7, where the application is of course different but the honorific 
substitution for the proper name is analogous. Xoittov irtpl tov 'Ayrjo-iov 
<pijo-iv the painfully explicit scholiast comments. 

Paul Shoeey 



GREEK PARALLELS FOR OPUS EST 

In his discussion of opus est and usus est with the ablative Bennett in 
his Syntax of Early Latin, Vol. II, "The Cases," pp. 356 ff., properly rejects 
the theory of Reifferscheid 1 that in this expression usus is a genitive. In his 
treatment of opus est, however, Bennett accepts the fantastic hypothesis of 
Reifferscheid that opus is a genitive meaning "of service." As the strongest 

1 Index Lectionum, Breslau, Wintersemester, 1877. 



